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Current status in the UK: 456 total cases with 6 deaths 

The coronavirus outbreak has now been labelled a pandemic by the World Health Organisation. It is 

highly likely that the number of cases in the UK will continue to rise substantially. This will put 

immense pressure on hospitals and intensive care units. While the use of real time reverse-

transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) from pharyngeal swabs remains the best 

diagnostic test for COVID-19, its availability and turnaround times will be similarly challenged. Focus 

has, therefore, in some commentaries turned to the use of computed tomography (CT). BSTI have 

been discussing this with NHS England. The current position is that there is no recommended use of 

CT, beyond ‘routine clinical care’. We are reassured that this has so far also been the position taken 

by the American College of Radiology, in recommendations published today. 

In a situation where numbers rise very rapidly, with increasingly ill patients requiring hospital 

admission, the role of CT may turn towards risk stratification and assessment of disease burden. 

Again these discussions are on-going with the Royal College of Radiologists and NHS England. We 

also have dialogue with our Italian colleagues.  

As such, it is vital that radiologists throughout the UK, and those that may provide services to UK 

patients through tele-radiology services, become familiar with the typical, indeterminate and 

atypical imaging features of COVID-19. 

BSTI have created a UK image registry and we urge you to upload cases to this via the links on the 

website (https://bit.ly/BSTICovid19_Database). A data protection impact assessment form (DPIA) 

and FAQs are also available. Cases are auto anonymized at upload with no patient identifiers 

available publicly. Selected cases will be published via the ‘teaching library’ 

(https://bit.ly/BSTICovid19_Teaching_Library). We will also be providing a power-point presentation 

shortly. 

https://bsticovid19.cimar.co.uk/load.html?share_code=edfdf9ad-14f3-410e-89ff-74b3f6cada82&share_account=88788a5b-3b16-45c7-ac38-7a7dcd1c6edc

